Please detach when plan is complete

School Travel Plan Template

Rationale

A school travel plan can be a concise statement of school policy or a comprehensive document dealing in detail with every aspect of the school journey. 

This written document, and the actions listed within, signifies the school’s ongoing commitment to the partnership established with Gateshead Council and will serve to secure sustained investment in the scheme on the part of the Council.

A completed school travel plan contains an agreed set of actions designed to develop safer routes to school and to reduce the number of car journeys made to and from school.

Guidance for Use

This template is FOR GUIDANCE ONLY and is not intended to be prescriptive or exhaustive.  Sections, particularly those in grey type, should therefore be OMITTED, CHANGED OR ADDED TO as required  (N.B. Section relating to targets MUST be included).

The contents of a plan, its style and length will vary according to individual school circumstances.  Please personalise your plan in terms of typeface/font and by adding the schools own logo/ by including a child’s design on front cover etc.

This template is available on disc.
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St Peter’s RC VA Primary School
School Travel Plan

 2007

The Governors, Staff, Pupils, Parents and ‘Friends’ of ST Peter’s RC VA Primary School have agreed to implement a School Travel Plan to deal with travel problems, congestion and safety issues outside and around our school.  In implementing this plan we will have the full support of Gateshead Council.  

The agreement represents a commitment on the part of the school, the community and Gateshead Council to make a positive contribution to the national and local transport strategy of reducing car use and improving children’s safety on the journey to school.

Through the plan we are hoping to:

Enable parents and children to choose walking, cycling and public transport with confidence

Cut congestion at the school gate

Improve children’s health and fitness through walking and cycling

Improve local air quality and reduce pollution

Equip children with better road awareness and give them familiarity with public transport

Provide an interesting focus for class work within the national curriculum

Build links within the whole school community

Make the area around the school a safer and more pleasant environment for everyone

Targets

Decrease percentage of children traveling to school by car by 10% from 55 % to 45 % by …October 2008… Figures are based on last parental travel survey

Increase percentage of pupils walking to school by 5. % From 40. % To 45. % by October 2008     

Dates for monitoring and Review

Joan Lawson will be responsible for the above.

They will be carried out every year through a pupil ‘hands up’ travel survey in October and every 3 years by means of a parental survey

The next date for the three yearly surveys will be Feburary 09

This document will be reviewed  March 09
The members of the school travel plan-working group are:

Mrs. J Lawson

Mrs. E Crawley

Mr. S Campbell

Mr. E Dolphin

The Chairperson of the working group is Joan Lawson

The working group this year has been unable to recruit any parent volunteers and currently have only one governor and three staff members.

Staff discuss the current problem probable at least once a week. 
Proposals/new initiatives/progress discussed at working group meetings are: 

Included in school newspaper

Cascaded to school council 

Disseminated at Curriculum, and New Parents evenings

Update to parents in letter form as appropriate

Description of school

There are 202 pupils on roll and they attend from two parishes. One is the Annunciation, which is in Sheriff Hill, and the other is St Peters, Low Fell. Children have to travel across Sheriff’s Highway to school and down Joicey road. Due to the pedestrianised walkways of streets next to Joicey Road there is a considerable amount of parked cars that cause great concern. The school is located on Dryden Road, which is also extremely busy at all times including parked of cars and it is a bus route. 

Description of the school’s road safety and transport problems  

 The transport problems continue in the vicinity of school on a daily basis. The corner of Eastwood Gardens and Joicey Road are proving to be particularly hazardous lately due to parents parking bumper to bumper on the bend causing further problems for cars trying to turn and difficulty for parents and children to cross.  Recently due to the introduction new bus service to enable travel wherever required, we have had great congestion along Eastwood Gardens. Parents are also parking on the pathway causing parents with buggy’s to walk on the road, which then again stops the traffic.

We recently requested a visit from the police, they gave us cones to place out morning and evening for a temporary time but unfortunately residents complained that this was causing parents to once again park over their access.

Parents still need to be reminded that houses in the vicinity of school need access to their drives/garages and this is sometimes still an issue with residents complaining.

There is also Low Fell Cricket Club and Gateshead Fell Rugby Club situated on Eastwood Gardens and if either one has a delivery the road can be blocked for quite a while. This has also lead to blockages on Joicey Road and Dryden Road. This could be serious if there was an emergency in the near vicinity.

How staff and pupils travel to school

The main finding of the initial parent’s questionnaire was that the majority of children do travel by car. However they would like to use other modes of transport especially cycles. The majority of staff travel to school in cars but a quarter of them walk. 

Promotion of the school Travel Plan Key Objectives

·  Reduce congestion on surrounding roads near school

· Encourage more walking to school

· Walk to school day during walk to school week/month

· Encourage volunteers for more regular ‘walk to school days’.

· The school prospectus will have up to date information on STP added in the forthcoming year.

· Walking bus initiative

Results of latest parental survey.

To school

Walk    35%

Car 
55%

Cycle
5%          

Bus
5%

Multl
0%

From school

Walk
42%

Car
50%

Cycle
0%

Bus
1%

Multi
7%

Total response from parents 160 forms.

Opportunities presented by School Travel Plan will be seen in the 

a) Raised awareness of road safety procedures among pupils from us.

b) Walk to School Week/Days

Action Plan

· To increase/reinforce walking

· Children will have assemblies related to STP

· Letters to be sent to parents again outlining health and safety issues especially to parents who may live quite close who could walk

· We are having two walk to school mornings in line with Healthy school

· Changes in travel modes will be encouraged

· Hopefully we will be able to provide cycle storage; this has been requested by quite a few children/parents.

· Reduction of travel by car

· Park and walk using nearby cricket club if possible

· As numerous parents and children are asking about cycling, funds are needed to provide storage, although finding space would prove difficult. The Head and governing body will need to approve these ideas.

· Parent’s/children’s involvement in a simple walk to school or car-sharing rota

· Double yellow lines or restricted parking during the week immediately outside school beside infant yard (Eastwood Gardens)

· Double yellow lines on the corner Eastwood Gardens and Joicey Road next to 

            25 Joicey Road. This would be with the consent of resident Mr R Walton.

· We are still trying to recruit volunteers for practical pedestrian training scheme.

d) 
Improving road safety

We have been successful with our request to Low Fell cricket club who will allow our parents to park in their car park and walk the short distance to and from school.

We will be having two walk to school mornings in line with Healthy school week

We have again asked for volunteers for Practical Pedestrian Training and are in the process of organizing this early in 2008.

Gateshead Council has placed signs outside school railings for school about parking restrictions but we would appreciate a few more signs as we have been told that they are not easily visible/correctly placed/big enough to name but a few responses.

 We recently requested a visit form the police and they gave us cones that we used but unfortunately residents complained that this was then causing parents to park across their access.

We continue to ask for volunteers to support our Practrical Pedestrain Training and the Walking Bus but our effort have so far been in vain, but we will continue to try to encourage volunteers.
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