LAS/LVG
16th March 2009

Dear Parents

School Meal Price Increase - £1.80 per meal from Monday 30th March 2009

I am writing to inform you that, from Monday 30th March, the price of a school meal will increase to £1.80 per day (£9.00 per week).  
Our school meal provider, Gateshead Council is recognized for being one of the best school meal providers in the country but has faced increasing food costs this year.  Gateshead School Meals Service has made every effort to keep the price increase to the absolute minimum of 5p.

If you would like more information about school meals, or to see the menu, please visit the website at www.gateshead.gov.uk/schoolmeals or contact the school meals team on 0800 169 2780.  The menu also appears in the Chronicle Extra each week.

To ease the administration of the school meals system, please note the following points:

· This price increase will come into effect week commencing Monday 30th March and payments should be made at the new price.  

· A shortfall payment of 5p per meal will be requested from those parents who are in credit week commencing Monday 30th March.
· Meals should be paid for on the first day of the school week.
· It would be greatly appreciated if parents could endeavour to send in the correct amount as the reimbursement of change slows up the procedure immensely. 

· Money should be sent in a sealed envelope, labelled with your child’s name, class, date and the amount paid. The envelope should be given to your child for collection by the class teacher and preferably not handed in at the office.

· Payment by either cash or cheque is acceptable. Cheques should be made payable to Gateshead Council and dated correctly (post-dated cheques are unacceptable).
If you have any queries regarding the above, please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Greenup in the first instance.  Thank you in anticipation of your co-operation with this matter.

Yours sincerely,






   Mrs L A Stokoe






   Headteacher
