LAS/LVG
15 June 2009
Dear Parents

A parent has informed me that she found head lice in her child’s hair.  

Gateshead Healthcare have issued guidelines on how to deal with an outbreak of headlice and we now ask you to take the following steps:

1
Check your child’s hair tonight by combing through damp hair using a fine tooth comb.

2
If you find live lice they can be cleared over two weeks by using the WET COMBING METHOD:

(i)
Wash the hair using ordinary shampoo.

(ii)
When the hair is still wet, put on some conditioner and comb through using a fine tooth        comb.

(iii)
Make sure the comb gets close to the scalp and goes through all hair.

(iv)
Remove any lice from the comb each time you go through all hair.

(v)
Repeat the wet combing method every 3 days for 2 weeks to make sure any newly hatched lice are removed.

(vi)
Make sure that all close contacts: brothers, sisters, friends, grandparents are combing their hair with a fine tooth comb as well.

3
IMPORTANT:  If your child’s hair is longer than collar length, please ensure that it is tied back at all times whilst attending school.

Special lotions are not available from your local clinic/health centre, but can be obtained from the local chemist or by prescription from your GP after professional advice.

For further information contact either your:

School Nurse

Health Visitor

Practice Nurse

GP

Yours sincerely,
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Mrs L A Stokoe






Headteacher
