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Throughout this half term, we will try and answer the following key questions
	Communication, Language and Literacy
	Mathematical Development
	Knowledge & Understanding of the World

	What did the book tell us about Diwali / Eid / Hannukah?

What is fiction and non – fiction?

Can you retell the Christmas story?
Can you send a thank you card to our visitor?

What would you write on your letter to Santa?

Can you remember the songs and actions to our Nativity?

Can you act out the Christmas Story?
	What comes next?

What have I missed out? 

What is more than? 

What is less than?
Can you make a repeating pattern?

What colours have you used? 

What shapes and sizes are used in your pattern?


	Why is light important in Diwali / Hannukah?

What is the weather like today?
Can you remember your 4th / 5th birthday? How did you celebrate it?

Can you talk about something special that has happened to you?

Where in the world did Diwali and Hanukah begin? 

Can you make a card to say Happy Christmas?

	Creative Development
	Personal Social & Emotional Development
	Physical Development

	Can you sing and perform the nativity songs? 

Can you remember the words to “This little Light of Mine?” 

Can you move like a firework?
Can you choose a pattern for our patchwork quilt?

Can you make a puppet?

Do you know what special festival your artefact represents?
	Why is a wedding / birthday special?

How are these celebrations different to the ones we have?

How does Tanya feel in the story?

How would you feel?

How can you show someone that you care?

What have we found out about these festivals?
	Can you move like a firework? 

Can you thread the Christmas pictures?

Can you pass the ball to your friends?

Can you get dressed and undressed yourself?
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What could parents, carers and families do to help?

Ask children what they have been learning in school.


Take them to places which are linked to the topic

they are studying. 

Do further research on the aspects that particularly interest

your child at libraries or on the internet.


Encourage reading and writing at home using the topic

as a stimulus.

Work with your child on creative activities linked to the topic

     such as painting, drawing and making models.
Physical





Numeracy





Literacy





Design rangoli and mehndi patterns for Diwali





Contribute to pattern for grandma’s patchwork quilt





Count sounds, movements, moving things, objects in a circle, blank number track





Count quietly on fingers and in head





Count in tens and twos





Practice ordinal number by singing “the 12 days of Christmas”





Ordering the pictures from the 12 days of Christmas








Play games to develop spatial awareness


Explore ways of travelling using dynamics of fast/slow, high/low, direction


Respond to music from various festivals 


Explore range of climbing, balancing and sliding apparatus, wheeled toys, bats and balls, hoops etc. in the outside area


Join in PE lessons that focus on travelling skills and body parts








Make books in Diwali shape





Contribute to big class information book about Eid





Write wish list letter to Santa Claus





Write birthday cards and label presents





Form letters in name correctly using pens, paints, sand etc





Start to look at decodable key words 





Continue to practise sounds and letters








Creative  Development





Knowledge & Understanding





Investigate light through festivals such as Diwali and Hanukah


Draw shadows on the yard


Complete a class Weather Diary over a few weeks


Make a class calendar to show when festivals are celebrated


Recount a special event in own personal history 


Use ICT to produce cards for special occasions


Become familiar with regular journeys e.g. home to church





Sing songs relating to festivals e.g. ”This little light of mine”, “Happy Birthday”, various Xmas songs and carols


Explore pattern making with body sounds and musical instruments


Make firework music to accompany dances 


Make collage patchwork quilt with different textured materials.


Design safety posters for fireworks night


Print patterns on wrapping paper.


Make a mobile with moons and stars for Eid








Personal, Social &  Emotional Development





Circle time –contribute to discussions about celebrating different festivals – food, clothes, presents, music, routines etc


Introduce different customs through stories and books etc.


Ask a visitor questions about a festival from another part of the world


Role play parts of festivals e.g. getting married, giving presents out














