LAS/LVG
10 September 2009
Dear Parents,

Welcome back!  I hope you have all had a well-earned break.  Our thoughts and wishes go to our Year 6 leavers who have started their lives at their respective secondary schools.  I would like to offer a special thanks to parents for the many letters of appreciation and thanks given to all staff at the end of the last academic year.  It is encouraging to hear and read your extremely supportive views.  We are delighted to welcome all our new children and their families who have joined our school for the first time this year and I am sure that they will all be made to feel part of our school community.  I look forward to this forthcoming academic year.  I am sure it will bring us many rewards and challenges and, with your continued support, we will work together to further develop our already highly successful school.  

I have compiled a list of dates for your diary (see reverse).  All events will take place at school unless otherwise stipulated.  Parents are invited to attend all Masses and Liturgies starting with our ‘Beginners’ Mass’ on Wednesday 30th September which will be held in church.
Lunchtime Arrangements

At lunchtime the children may have a school lunch; (current price £1.80 per day, £9.00 per week).  Dinner monies should be sent in to school each Monday morning in a clearly named envelope marked ‘dinner money’, with the child’s name, date, and handed to the class teacher).  Payment can be made by cash or cheque (cheques payable to ‘Gateshead  Council’).  Children may, if they wish, bring a packed lunch to school.  NO ‘fizzy’ drinks, glass bottles or sweets are to be brought into school for packed lunch.  Notice to change from a school dinner to packed lunch or vice-versa is required. Upon changing from one meal type to another, an initial period of four weeks is expected.  Reception children are encouraged to have a school dinner upon entry to school, this helps build on social and development skills at an early age.  Gateshead School Meals Service currently provides a balanced healthy diet (menus available on request).
* Please note, due to the possibility of some of our children having severe allergic reactions to raw eggs and peanuts - peanuts or foods containing peanut essence and raw egg products are not to be brought into school – the slightest contact with these products can be devastating.

Thank you for your co-operation in following school procedures especially the following:

· No jewellery, fake tattoos or nail varnish are to be worn in school.  Dyed and/or unsuitable hairstyles are not allowed.  Hair, longer than collar-length, must be tied back (boys and girls).

· PARKING – can parents please adhere to the parking restrictions around school and refrain from parking beside or between the new bollards. Parents are requested to park in the cricket club car park and walk along both before and after school, as this would greatly ease the congestion in the street.
· Please would parents continue to ensure that you telephone school before 9.00 am if your child is going to be absent or late for any reason.  This will help us to ensure all children have reached school safely.  

· If your contact numbers have changed please inform the school office immediately.

· The school day begins at 9.00 am. Staff are on duty from 8.50 am in each yard.  Latecomers should be left at the main entrance with a member of staff and should not be taken to class by parents.

· If you need to see a class teacher please either make an appointment or speak to the teacher concerned before 8.50 am or after 3.30 pm.  As you can appreciate, the teaching staff are responsible for their pupils once the whistle has blown and cannot be released for parental meetings, which have not been organised in advance.

· Please ensure that, with the use of nametapes, your child’s clothing is properly labelled. 
If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for your continued support.
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Yours sincerely,








     Mrs L A Stokoe















  Headteacher
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	SEPTEMBER

	Tuesday 15th September
	Friends of  St Peter’s (PTA) Meeting in School (6:00 pm)

	Monday 21st  September
	Reception Class commence full-time 

	Monday 21st  September
	9:00 am Coffee morning in the school hall – to welcome new parents - everyone welcome!  Proceeds will go to the MacMillan Trust

	Monday  28th September
	After-school Clubs commence

	Wednesday 30th September
	Beginners’ Mass (10:00 am in church) (Year 6/Reception) All welcome!
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	OCTOBER

	Monday 5th to Thursday 8th October
	Book Fair  (School Hall: 3:20 pm) (NB: All after school clubs cancelled this week.)

	Friday 9th October 
	Expo – Chef assembly and workshops  Parents welcome (details to follow)

	Tuesday 13th October
	Year 5 to present Harvest Festival at 2:30 pm (everyone welcome!)

	Tuesday 20th  & Wednesday 21st   October
	Parents evenings – ‘settling in’ discussions – details to follow

	Friday 23rd October
	Teacher Training Day (School closed)

	Monday 26th to Friday 30th October
	HALF-TERM (School closed)
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	NOVEMBER

	Tuesday 3rd November 
	Film evening (details to follow)

	Wednesday 4th November 
	Film evening (details to follow)

	Friday 6th November
	Deadline for Shoeboxes (Operation Christmas Child)

	Monday 9th  - 13th Friday November
	World Religion Week - Judaism

	Tuesday 17th November
	Author Day – Sally Prue

	Tuesday 24th November
	Advent Service 1 (Years 1 and 2) at 2:30 pm in the school hall
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	DECEMBER

	Tuesday 1st  December
	Advent Service 2 (Years 3 and 4) at 2:30 pm in the school hall

	Tuesday 8th December
	Advent Service 3 (Years 5 and 6) at 2:30 pm in the school hall

	Wednesday 9th December 
	Nativity Play (Reception, Years 1 and 2) at 10:00am

	Thursday 10th December
	Nativity Play (Reception, Years 1 and 2) at 10:00 am

	Monday 14th December
	Christmas Party for Key Stage 1 (Reception, Years 1 and 2) at 1:00 pm

	Tuesday 15th December
	Christmas Party for Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) at 1:00 pm

	Wednesday 16th December
	Christmas Mass (10:00am at St Peter’s Church)

	Wednesday 16th December
	Christmas Party for Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6) at 1:00 pm

	Friday 18th December
	Advent Service 4 (all classes) at 11:00 am. In the school hall.  Mulled wine and sweet mince pies will be served by the “Friends of St Peter’s” from 10:30 am.  Everyone welcome.

	Friday 18th December
	School closes at 12:00 noon for Christmas holidays.

[NB: Please ensure that you make the necessary arrangements to have your child(ren) collected as school will not be open to pupils for the afternoon session.]


	NB:  School opens for the Spring Term on Monday 4th January 2010.
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ST PETER’S RC PRIMARY SCHOOL


AUTUMN TERM EVENTS


[NB: Events will take place in school unless otherwise stipulated.]
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