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13 October 2009
Dear Parent/Carer,

On-road Cycle Training

St Peter’s Roman Catholic Voluntary Aided Primary School is taking part in on-road cycling programme and Year 6 children have been chosen to take part in this scheme which conforms to the National Cycling Standard. 

The course, starting on Tuesday 3rd November 2009, will consist of 5 sessions (each lasting one and a half hours during the morning session) as follows:

	Session 1:
	Tuesday, 3rd November (am)

	Session 2:
	Tuesday, 10th November (am)

	Session 3:
	Tuesday, 24th November (am)

	Session 4:
	Tuesday, 1st December (am)

	Session 5
	Tuesday, 8th December (am)


The first session is on the schoolyard to assess the children’s ability to handle a bike with confidence.  If, during the first session, it appears that a child does not have the necessary control of the bike they will not be allowed to continue on to the on-road sessions.  This will not be deemed a failure but simply demonstrate to the children and parents the necessary basic level of skill required to ride a bike safely. 

Instructors employed by Gateshead Council who have completed the required training and police clearances will carry out the training.

All bikes must be in a safe and roadworthy condition i.e. working brakes, handlebars, chain correct, tyres inflated with tread and the saddle adjusted to the correct height for the child.  The bikes will all be checked for roadworthiness before the start of training and any defects reported back to parents in order that the defects can be rectified and the child allowed to continue the course.

All children wishing to complete the course must wear a cycle helmet, which conforms to safety standards, e.g. British Standard kite mark, throughout the training.  A limited number of helmets will be available for loan.  Hi-visibility waistcoats will be provided but the children will need to wear suitable warm/waterproof clothing.

Could you please complete the attached form and return to school if you wish your child to take part in the training.  No signed form  - no training.
If you have any queries or concerns about the training please do not hesitate to contact Angela Burnett (0191 4333106) or Gillian Cook (0191 4333160) of the Road Safety Team.
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ST PETER’S PRIMARY SCHOOL





On road cycle training





Child’s name …………………………………………………….……….





              Class……………………………………..








I ………………………………………………………………..………….Parent /Carer





give permission for my child………………………………………..………… (name)





to take part in the on road cycle training.





I understand : 





1.  The completion of the course is not a licence for the child to cycle freely on any road as training only takes place on quiet residential streets.


2. That it is a parent’s responsibility to decide whether or not to allow their child to ride on the road once they are sure he/she is capable of doing so safely.








Signed……………………………………………………………..(Parent  / Carer)





Date: …………………..
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