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IMPORTANT DATES THIS TERM

All Saints

(1st November)

We celebrate the lives of special and ordinary people who have responded to God’s invitation to love.

All Souls
(2nd November)

Today and throughout the rest of November we pray for those who have died.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.









Dear Parent(s),


As we return from the summer break the children are experiencing lots of new things, different classes, teachers and new work.





The focus of our term’s work in Religious Education is Life and Creation. We will be exploring the topics Beginnings, Friends and Preparations. The children will also spend 2 weeks studying Judaism.








OTHER FAITHS


(Nov 9th – 20th)





From Year One, pupils will study various aspects of Judaism for 2 weeks. Ask them what they have been learning about.





FRIENDS


(Oct 5th – Nov 6th)





The next topic for the term is Friends. The children will look at their friendships at home and school, what it is like to be, and have friends, and the qualities we need. They will learn about how Christians are called to friendship with Jesus in a special way through the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation.





Suggestions for home activities


Make a ‘recipe’ together of what makes a good friend.


Talk together about what your child has learnt about Christian Baptism/Confirmation.


















































































































































































































































ADVENT


Begins 29thh November





Advent means ‘coming’. We think of the coming of Jesus when he was born but we also think of his promise that he would come again at the end of time. It is a time of waiting and preparing. It is only in the last week of Advent that we focus upon the events to be celebrated at Christmas.








The Immaculate Conception


(8th December)


This feast marks the first stage of the existence of Mary, the mother of Jesus. She was ‘full of grace’ from the very beginning and co-operated with 


God throughout her life.








Christmas Day


(25th December)


On this day we begin our celebration of the birth of Christ.
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St. Cuthbert


Patron Saint of the Diocese


20th March








PREPARATIONS


(Nov 23rd – Dec 18th)





The final topic of the term is Preparations. This topic takes us into our Advent season, a time to prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth at Christmas. The children will look at the importance of preparing for special events and how the Church gets ready for the coming of Jesus during Advent.





Suggestions for home activities


If appropriate, at home have an Advent Wreath or calendar to ‘countdown’ the time of preparing for Christmas.


Share together what you know about Advent as a season of the Church’s year.


Use the CAFOD or Mission Together website to get a religious Advent calendar.





BEGINNINGS


(Sept 7th – Oct 2nd)





In the first topic the children explore the new Beginnings that occur all through life. They will learn about all new beginnings being from God and that Jesus is a new beginning. They will hear how God is with us in our beginnings at school, at home, and in our lives, to help, support and pick us up when things go wrong.





Suggestions for home activities


Discuss with the children ‘new beginnings’ for the family, e.g. moving house, new babies, starting school.


Thank God for new beginnings.
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